
Pearl jewellery with a playful streak, updated 
style and refreshing contemporary take has 
put the ‘Queen of Gems’ back on the fashion 
radar, writes SMITHA SADANANDAN.
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Crevoshay created the glorious Queen Sirikit in honour of the benevolence of the Thai Queen 
and the divine beauty that suffuses all of nature and every good deed. The jewel is patterned 
with fancy baroque cultured pearl with natural metallic colour weighing 79.32 carats, sapphires, 
diamonds and rubellite. 

The Laila Ionescu ‘Love Birds’ 
feature golden South Sea 
pearls set with ruby hearts.

The open feather bronze 
ring with 22-karat yellow 
gold plating focuses on a 
large pearl by Leivankash.



earls are fashionable, pearls are fun, and pearls are in 
trend. A bunch of dedicated independent designers 
have been challenging conventions and doing some 
daring work at their workshop: they are pulling out all 

the stops to make pearl jewellery bolder and trendier. 
One such jeweller breaking away from the design aesthetics of 

classic pearl jewellery is Greek designer Melanie Georgacopoulos. 
“When I started working with pearls in 2010, there was very 
little modern pearl jewellery. Back then, pearls were only used in 
traditional pieces or in very simple designs like classic one-string 
necklaces,” says Melanie. “I decided to consciously move away from 
it and try to design jewellery that I had not seen before and which, 
hopefully, people see as a new fresh take on pearl jewellery.” 

Would anyone think of slicing a pearl and using it in jewellery? 
Apparently, Melanie did. Interestingly, this fine jewellery designer 
has been slicing pearls in a variety of ways. “I originally sliced them 
after being unable to find a craftsman willing to take on the job,” she 
recalls. Melanie believes in treating the pearl as a material to open 
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up new interpretations for its use. This is how she likes to unveil its 
beauty to people. “The idea to cut the pearls came to me during my 
studies at the Royal College of Art, as I was very curious to see what 
pearls looked like on the inside. I was pleasantly surprised when I 
saw the way they looked, like a slice of a tree, and I decided to use 
this as part of my design.” Japanese pearl brand Tasaki took on this 
design in 2012 and has since been producing it under the joint 
brand M/G Tasaki. “It has been extremely popular in Asia, which 
is a great compliment given the special relationship countries such 
as Japan and China have to pearls,” observes Melanie, who creates 
trans-seasonal pieces with strong, minimal lines.

Combining pearls with coloured gemstones to create covetable 
jewellery, award-winning designer Paula Crevoshay has been 
crafting exquisite, one-of-a-kind-pieces. Her award-winning ‘Venus’ 
bracelet, featuring pink and green tourmalines framing the Chinese 
freshwater baroque cultured pearls, and the ‘Queen Sirikit’ jewel 
composed with a fancy, baroque cultured pearl are works of art 
celebrating the glory of pearls. Paula’s designs are such that you’d 

Ornella Iannuzzi’s 18-karat 
gold vermeil hoops suspend 
Tahitian pearls.

‘Frogs’ earrings, from Couture, The Garden of 
Earthly Delights collection by Gaelle Khouri. 

The Venus Bracelet by Paula Crevoshay features phenomenal 
Chinese freshwater baroque cultured pearls with very high 
lustre and gold, purple, pink and green orient. She has framed 
the pearls with brilliantly cut pink and green tourmalines in 
scintillating fields of compound curves. 
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Day Of The Dead 
skull pendant with 
pearls by Holly 
Dyment.

Ornella Iannuzzi black 
rhodium silver Coralline 
Reef ring holds a 
freshwater pearl.

Gold Sphaera ring by 
Halleh Jewelry available 
at Stone and Strand.

The Opposites Attract 
pearl ring by Madeja.

Laila Ionescu’s 18-karat 
textured gold ring BUD 
featuring a baroque South 
Sea pearl, diamonds and 
pink sapphire.

A unique amethyst and pearl 
ring by Stefere-Terri Collection.
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treasure them for a lifetime. Also, the creations are anything but 
traditional. “I also love fabulous shapes and unusual atypical shapes 
in the pearls that I source for the designs I create. I have been very 
lucky in what has come my way,” explains Paula. “The pearls dictate 
what they wish to become.” Uniqueness is her calling card; bearing 
this in mind, Paula continually strives to design something that she 
has never seen before.

Graphic artist and painter-turned-jewellery designer Holly 
Dyment sure knows how to make grinning skulls appealing by 
marrying the edgy with the traditional. “Adding a pearl to a skull 
sweetens the creepy in a way,” says Holly, who also uses pearls to 
add a touch of history. She loves to combine pearls with white 
diamonds and, sometimes, clusters of pearls. “I love seeing a dot on 
the end and most of my pieces have a graphic feel,” says the designer, 
who is into drilled pearls. Taking inspiration from Georgian and 
Victorian jewellery, Holly’s contemporary designs are a riot of 
colour. Featuring motifs of  lips, talismanic evil eyes, hearts, skulls 
and ravens in enamelled variants adorned with coloured stones, her 
pieces are noticeably quirky and edgy. Celebrity fan following? Yes. 
Rihanna owns a portrait ring and Kelly Osbourne, a raven ring.

Another designer pushing the envelope to craft elegant pearl 
jewels is Ornella Iannuzzi. She designed her ‘Les Corallines’ 
collection to offer an innovative approach to everyday pearl jewellery. 
“Pearls are a must-have classic, but I think that traditional designs 
can make them look too ‘flat’ or ‘old fashion’,” says the designer, who 
favours golden South Sea pearls and Tahiti pearls for their unique 
colours. “I love pearls because they are a very tactile and sensual 
material with a warm, soft and silky touch. Pearls are also a symbol 
of femininity, as well as adventure, which are key points in my work.” 
Last year, Ornella’s Arabian pearls and diamond ‘Uprising’ ring set in 
rose gold bagged two honours at the annual Goldsmiths’ Craft and 
Design Council Awards in London.

Armed with a strong fine-arts background, Romanian jewellers 
Laila and Ion Ionescu of  Ionescu Design Inc have been designing 
creative pieces for over two decades. Incorporating pearls – from 
little freshwater ones to imposing South Sea baroques – into their 
aesthetics, they work on their jewellery as they do on a painting or 
sculpture: thinking of composition, dominant colours, contrasts, 
volumes and artistic message. The baroque pearl ‘Bud’ ring and ‘Love 
Birds’ pearl earrings, with ruby eyes, are interesting pieces. “Humour 

The Spinning Pearl choker 
by Patricia Madeja.

The 18-karat 
gold showcasing 
caged pearls in 
a ring by Melanie 
Georgacopoulos. 

The Abacus cuff in gold by Madeja.
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and good taste enhance a piece of jewellery and make it memorable. 
Hence, little ruby eyes exude appeal, at least for me and those who 
have seen them so far,” says Laila. The duo is currently working on, 
what Laila describes as, “fun and hopefully intelligent” designs.

Perhaps, the innate appeal for Patricia Madeja’s jewellery is her 
ability to craft “abstract sculptures,” evocative of geometric forms 
and architectural shapes, into wearable jewellery. The designer plays 
with pearls and incorporates some type of kinetics into her dynamic 
designs. “I love pearls and the gentle sound they make when they 
interact with the metal. By caging the pearls, they can float freely 
within the metal structures creating a soft chime,” she says. Patricia’s 
contemporary collections – using a linking system – entitled 
‘Abacus,’ ‘Tambourine, and ‘Cage,’ among others, bring to mind an 
abacus, the Ferris wheel and even a roller coaster. “The abacus cuff 
design permits the pearls to slide up and down and change with the 
motion of the body,” she explains. 

When most designers in today’s world tend to use pearls in 
various colours, shapes and sizes, Russian designer and master 
enameller Ilgiz Fazulzyanov creates limited edition pieces, often, 
using faceted pearls. Famed for his innovative fine jewellery 
creations, especially a combination of faceted pearls and colourful 
enamels, a few years ago Ilgiz designed a gorgeous ‘Butterflies’ set. 
Created as part of a project with gemstone and pearl facetor Victor 
Tuzlukov, the jewels (a pair of earrings and ring) scooped up the 

18-karat necklace 
composed with Biwa 
pearls, diamonds 
and emeralds by 
Laila Ionescu.

A sleek open bangle by 
Melanie Georgacopoulos 
features a pearl on one 
finial, and multiple caged 
pearls on the other.

Yoko London’s pendulum 
diamond earrings crafted 
in rose gold suspend 
freshwater pearls.
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Grand-Prix at the International Jewellery Design Excellence Award 
at Hong Kong in 2013. Ilgiz’s creative oeuvre also saw him employ 
innovative techniques to design striking pearl and enamel jewels 
for the ‘Ilgiz F for Annoushka’ (Ducas) collection, taking pearls to 
splendid new heights.

Keeping modern company
While continuing to offer timeless designs, luxury pearl jewellery 
brand Yoko London is doing its bit to craft designs that are trendy 
and daring. The main prompt, explains CEO Michael Hakimian, 
was to enlarge the client base and appeal to a younger fashion and 
design-conscious audience. “Ensuring our pieces are wearable has 
been a key focus – creating jewellery that can just as easily be worn 
with jeans and a jumper, as an elegant evening outfit,” he adds. Yoko 
London now has customers as young as 18; and with the demand 

for natural coloured pearls and blue Tahitian ones, it brings out 
jewellery variations offering people new ways to wear pearls with its 
between-the-finger and multi-finger rings, and mismatched earrings. 

Meanwhile, art jeweller Suzanne Syz, talented independent 
designers Delfina Delettrezz, Shaun Leane, Sophie Bille Brahe and 
Gaelle Khouri along with inspiring brands like Leivankash, Alison 
Lou, Avec New York and Halleh create versatile, stylish jewellery 
with pearls taking centre-stage. The designers also ensure glamour, 
quirkiness, edginess, playfulness, elegance or minimalism play varied 
roles in their design ethos. 

Reinterpreting the ‘Queen of Gems’ in cool new avatars, these 
designers are riding the crest of a design wave – unleashing their 
creativity. Have they succeeded in their efforts? Yes, if the aesthetics 
of their strong independent style and popularity of their designs is 
anything to go by. n

The Novus rose gold 
ring is encrusted with 
a freshwater pearl 
and diamonds by 
Yoko London. 

Peridot and pearl earrings 
by Paula Crevoshay.

Picture Perfect ring in 
white gold and titanium 
set with Colombian 
emerald, diamonds, 
pearls by Suzanne Syz.
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